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MEMORIAL  DAY—2019 
 

The day started like so many other recent days -  warm and sunny.  Except this was not exactly like 
all the other days.  This was Memorial Day, the day we honor our fallen heroes.  People every-

where were celebrating and honoring this day.  
 A very large crowd gathered at the Houston VA 
Cemetery to honor the fallen hero’s.  Unfortu-
nately, only a few of our Korean Veterans were 
able to make it out to the cemetery 
this year.  The members that were 
able to attend were Roger Morris, 
Sondra & Elliott Sortilla, Dick 
Halferty, shown in photo, and Jim 
MacKenzie, not shown. 
 
 

JULY  27th  CELEBRATION 
 

July 27th is a very important date to the Korean’s and Korean  War Veterans.  In the past, (when everyone 
was a bit younger), we celebrated at the War Memorial in Bear Creek Park.  The heat has driven us indoors, 
and the American Legion Post 8790 has kindly opened their air conditioned building for us.  The location is 
off of  Campbell  Road.  The celebration will begin at 9:30 am till 11 am. 
 

PLACE:  V F W   Post 8790 
   1560 Foley,  Houston, Tx. 
 
TIME:  9:30  -  11:00 AM 
 
After the program at the VFW  Post, lunch will be at the Korea House, 10078 Long Point if you are interest-
ed. 
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DRAWING  5/15/2019 
 

Roger Morris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Book 
Chris Carnero . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . Aloe Vere Plant 
Ruby Ehrlund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Snake Plant 
Johnney Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Yellow Snake Plant 
 
Chris Carnero won the 50/50 drawing and she donat-
ed her winnings to the Newsletter.  Thank you Chris. 

Correspondence: 
The following is a request from our Guest Book on the 
website: 
“I was in the 7th Infantry Regiment, K Company in 
Korea.  I am looking for anyone from that Company 
who served from June of 1952 to March of 1953.  
Please contact me at lauramsthang510@gmail.com” 
 

 
From Marcella Wilson,   
Email: Marcella.wilson@gmail.com 
Phone:  713-520-7472 
Contact Preference:  Email 
“My husband and I have some Korean War photos 
taken by his uncle, who was in the 82nd Airborne par-
atrooper group.  Do you know who might be interested 
in these?” 

 625 THE JUNE 25th REMEMBRENCE  
 

Tuesday, June 25th, Korean American Veterans and their families along with members of the Korean War Vet-
eran/Texas Lone Star Chapter and wives and some family members, gathered at the Korea House on 
Long Point.  The crowd was almost to overflowing, but orderly.  The Lone Star Chapter had be-
tween 30—40 members & wives present.  The program was conducted in both Korean and Ameri-
can language to accommodate everyone. One of the notable speakers was Consul 
General Kim Hyung-Gil, who spoke of the economy of S. Korea and the depres-
sion in N. Korea.  He hopes one day for a unified Korea so that the North can be 
relieved from a dictator and poverty.  One of the speakers was our Dick Halferty 

followed by Johnney Lee who translated his speech into Korean.— “The 625 War… that is 
why we gather today… At dawn, slightly before 4 am KST Sunday, June 25, 1950, 135,000 
Communist troops of the North Korean People’s Army invaded South Korea. The Republic of 
Korea’s forces were thrown in a rapid retreat to the Busan Perimeter. It was there on the 
Naktong river, the North Korean Army was stopped.  The cost in blood of S Koreans and US 
troops was high. My only brother was killed on the Busan perimeter at the Naktong bulge on 1 
Sept. 1950. The blood of my family is mixed with the blood of Koreans who also died protecting 
freedom. I am a Korean… I know Freedom is not free!”  “The Republic of Korea learned on 
625 FREEDOM IS NOT FREE.  Let me repeat, 625 taught us FREEDOM IS NOT FREE...The 
USA AND THE ROK were the first to draw the line against communism 69 years ago.  On Monday June 27, 
President Truman announced to our nation, and the world that America would intervene in the Korean conflict 
in order to prevent the conquest of the Republic of Korea by communism.  Truman was suggesting that the 
USSR was behind the North Korean invasion carried out with Soviet-made tanks and other heavy weapons.  It 

was on that day, June 27, 1950 the people of Korea 
learned that the soldiers, sailors, Marines and Air 
Force of the USA would be coming to a land they had 
never heard of, to ensure freedom for a people they 
did not know.”   
 

   Lunch was served in a family style at each table 
with the menu of Korean foods, which were quite 
good.  As a parting gift, each veteran was given a deli-
cious cake from the Consul General.  

Plans are being made for next year to celebrate at 
the Korean Memorial in Austin. 
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ANNUAL  ASTRO’S  GAME 
 

The 2019 Ballgame honoring the Korean War Veterans, was played on Saturday, June 8, Astro’s versus 
Baltimore.  This was later in the year than normal, but by accepting this date, we were seated on the lower 
levels as usual, instead of the “nose bleed” section we were in last year. 
 

The theme for this year was the Wars in the Mideast (Iraq/Afghanistan/
Syria).  There were two veterans who were honorees, a man and a woman. 
 
Our Color Guard consisted of John Jackson holding the American Flag, John 
Alvarado holding the Texas Flag Max Johnson holding the Korean Flag.  
John Jackson & John Alverado were also honored during the game. 
 
The Astro’s unfortunately lost the game, but it didn’t stop 
everyone from having a good time, and rooting for our  
Astro’s 
 
Sadly, next year may be the last year for us participating.  It 
will be the 70th Anniversary of the beginning of the war.  Al-
so our ranks are getting smaller.  At one time, there were 
maybe 12 men on the field presenting the colors, this year, 
there were 3. 

TOM CAMPION SCHOLORSHIP WINNER 
By  Elliott Sortillo  

  
 On April 13th, Board Member Elliott Sortillo, presented our Chapter’s 
Tom Campion Scholarship Award of $1,000 to Cadet Lt. Col. Michelle Kotch, 
at their annual Banquet and Dance at The Berry Center. 
 
Michelle was also presented a Certificate and a Chapter Challenge Coin.  She 
said the award will help with expenses of attending the University of Tampa, 
in Florida, next year.  Her father thanked me and wanted me to convey his 
thanks to the Chapter. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  MICHELLE !! 

GERRY  WEBER  AWARD  WINNERS 
 

The 2019 winners of the Gerry Weber  Award were announced in a dif-
ferent way this year.  The first winner was not able to attend the meeting 
so, Dick Halferty called Bob Mejia and told him that the meeting was in 
progress and everyone yelled Hi to him.  Dick then proceeded to tell him 
the reason for the call,  He was one of the recipients of the Gerry Weber 
Award, and that his award would be delivered to him.  (Bob is still re-
covering from a bad fall at his home.) 
For the next winner, Dick stopped at the secretary and proceeded to 
spell the name of R O G E R  M O R R I S.  By this time, Roger was 
smiling as he realized he was the winner.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS  BOB  &  ROGER 



“WARRIOR DONATIONS” Honor Roll  for “July 2019 to July 2020”        
The editors would like to acknowledge and thank the following members and patrons of the Warrior who have contributed  in help-
ing to defray some of the cost of printing and mailing. As you know, we now have the Warrior on line for those with computers, 
but the Post Office has informed us that the cost of mailing has gone up, so we still need your help.  We thank you for your generous 
support and contributions.  We will be using the funds received to defray the costs of the newsletter.   The following 

names will be published monthly through the July 2020 issue. Be sure and have your name included.  Fill in the sponsor 
card, seen below, or included in your newsletter, (those that are mailed) and return with your contribution .   Thanks:   
Your editors:  Lee & Charlotte Henderson   (Web site:  kwvahouston.org) 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

In Memory of — 
 
 

Agnes Mikulenka 
Pat Canny 
John J. O’Flynn 
Roy Russell 
Howard Nathan 
Weldon Brast 
For all who Gave! 
 

 
 

This Space is for you to 
Remember someone you 
Care for. 

 

 

Texas Lone Star Chapter – KWV 
P. O. Box 802541—Houston, TX  77280-2541      

“Warrior” Sponsor      
I want to be a sponsor of the Warrior  for  

July 2018—July 2019 
 

Name _______________________________________   
 

Address _____________________________________   
 

City _______________ State _______ Zip _________ 
 

Member number: _________________ 
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Sortillo, Elliott & 
Sandy 
Velasco, David & 
Frances 

Ballard, Carlos & 
Martha 
Bazan, Margaret 
Brast, Mrs. Weldon 
Carnero, Chris 
Conte, Tom 
Duncan, Betty 
Guggenheim, Kittie* 
Hinojosa, Roberto 
Johnson, Max 
Mejia, Bob 
Priger, Roy & Dottie 
 

* - Indicates 
more than one 
donation 

AGE IS A WONDERFUL THING ???????? 
 

Romance…………. 
An elderly couple were lying in bed one night…. The husband was falling asleep but the 
wife was in a romantic mood and wanted to talk.  She said:  “You used to hold my hand 
when we were courting.”  Wearily he reached across, held her hand for a second and tried to 
get back to sleep.  A few moments later she said:  “Then you used to kiss me.”  Mildly irri-
tated, he reached across, gave her a peck on the cheek and settled down to sleep.  Thirty sec-
onds later she said:  “Then you used to bite my neck.”  Angrily, he threw back the bed 
clothes and got out of bed.  “Where are you going?” she asked.  “To get my teeth!” 
 

Old Friends………. 
Two elderly ladies had been friends for many decades.  Over the years they had shared all 
kinds of activities and adventures.  Lately, their activities had  been limited to meeting a few 
times a week to play cards.  One day, they were playing cards when one looked at the other 
and said,  “Now don’t get mad at me…. I know we’ve been friends for a long time but I just 
can’t think of your name.  I’ve thought and thought, but I can’t remember it.  Please tell me 
what your name is.”  Her friend glared at her. For at least 3 minutes she just stared at her and 
finally she said, “How soon do you need to know?” 
 

Senior Driving……. 
As a senior citizen was driving down the motorway, his car phone rang.  Answering, he 
heard his wife’s voice urgently warning him, “Vernon, I just heard on the news that there’s a 
car going the wrong way on M25.  Please be careful!”   “Hell,” said Vernon, “It’s not just 
one car.  It’s hundreds of them!” 
 

Driving………… 
Two elderly women were out driving in a large car - both could barely see over the dashboard.  AS 
they were cruising along, they came to a major crossroad.  The stop light was red, but they just went 
on through.  The woman in the passenger seat thought to herself “I must be losing it.  I could have 
sworn we just went through a red light.”  After a few more minutes, they came to another major 
junction and the light was red again.  Again, they went right through.  The woman in the passenger 
seat was almost sure that the light had been red but was really concerned that she was losing it.  She 
was getting nervous.  At the next junction, sure enough, the light was red and they went on through.  
So she turned to the other woman and said, “Mildred, did you know that we just ran through three 
red lights in a row?  You could have killed us both!” Mildred turned to her and said, “Oh! Am I driv-
ing?” 



JULY 
      4th - Independence Day 
     11th - Board Meeting  1 pm 
     17th - General Meeting  11:30 am 
     27th - Armistice to end Korean War
      Signed 
     27th - Celebration @ Post 8790 
AUGUST 
       4th - U.S. Coast Guard Est. 1790 
       8th - Board Meeting  1 pm 
      21st - General Meeting  11:30  
SEPTEMBER 
        5th - Board Meeting  1 pm 
        8th - Grandparents  Day 
       11th - Socks & Caps - VA Hospital 
       18th - General Meeting   11:30 am 
       18th - USAF Established  -  1947 
OCTOBER  
         3rd - Board Meeting 1 pm 
        13th - U.S. Navy Estab.  1775 
        16th - General Meeting  11:30 am 
        24th - United Nations Day 
        31st - Halloween  
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Merchant Marines 

TIME TO RENEW        
 

Annual Dues are $25.00 - 

 

Life Membership $125.00  

 

 Send renewal to: 

 TLSC/KWV   

P O Box 802541  

 Houston TX 77280-2541.  

 All dues are due on January 1st, 

of each year. 
 

Have you Renewed? 
 

 

HONOR  FLIGHT 
 
Have you sent in your application for the Honor Flight?  
They have begun taking the Korean War Veterans to 
Washington, D. C.   If you have sent in your application, 
I guess you just wait to be notified.  Trips have began 
again.   
 

This trip is a real honor for you, the veterans.  The trip is 
free, they will treat you to a wonderful dinner, tours of 
D.C. and the Korean War Memorial, plus other activities.  
Each Veteran will be assigned a person that will escort 
them by way of wheelchairs, the entire trip, and attend to 
all your needs. The vets do not need to walk.  Wheel-
chairs are assigned.  Medical personal are also on the 
flight and trip around Washington, D.C. 

 

If you have not submitted your application, please go to:   
www.honorflighthouston.org/veteran.     Fill out the 

application and submit. 

VETERAN ENERGY 
 

If you are shopping for a new energy company, please 
consider Veteran Energy.  Their rates are low and mem-
bers who have switch, are very happy with their lower 
bills.  On top of lower bills, they have a program that 
gives back.   If you designate the Lone Star Chapter/
Korean War Veteran’s to receive the benefits.   
Recently,  the Lone Star Chapter received a check for 

  
       Jan. 2019   -   $61.27 
       Feb. 2019   -   $57.20 
 

  Very nice returns for our chapter. 
They also donated $2,500.00 to the Chapter 

 

Support  - Veteran’s Energy 

DUES  PAID 
 

Walter G. Ballard  Harry Bristol 
Bob Bighouse   M. H. Carlton 
Kittie Gugenheim  Marilyn Harrison 
Alvin Hollas   Roger Morris 
Bob Mitchell   Ray Priger 
Carl E. Singleton  Frances Velasco 
Eugene Juergens  Henry Martinez 
Nuncio Martino 
 

Welcome New Member 
Robert (Bob) Rivera  M-864  -  US Army 

KWVA  NATIONAL 
 

 

Roger Morris, Max Johnson and Rod Ramsey, recently 
made a trip to Belton, Tx., to meet with Carlos Ballard.  
They discussed the requirements of rejoining National.  
They agreed that the time to rejoin is now, and the issues 
in the past no longer exist. 



AUGUST   BIRTHDAY'S 
 

  
 

JULY   ANNIVERSARY'S   

 

MEMBER  &  SPOUSE  DATE      MEMBER  &  SPOUSE      DATE 
 
Antonio & Beatrice Munguia . . 62 yrs . . 7/7/1957 Oscar & Yolanda Cortez . . . . . . . . . . . .  7/18 
James & Helen Friedel . . . .. . . 67 yrs. . . . 7/19/1952 Homer & Hilda Garza . . . 67 yrs. . . 7/20/1952 
Ray & Dottie Priger . . . . . . . 60 yrs. . . . . .7/25/1959 Manny & Chris Carnero . . 59 yrs. . 7/30/1960 
 
 

 Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !! 
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Edwin Billeck . . . . . . .8/7 
Dick Tumlinson . . . . . 8/7 
Joe Glass .. . . . . . . . . . 8/10 
Donald Belken . . . . . . 8/11 
Jean Griffin . . . . . . . .  8/12 
Pat McMenemy . . . . . 8/12 
Punkie Nathan . . . . . . 8/12 

David Garner . . . . . . . 8/16 
Roy Wagner . . . . . . . .8/16 
Janiece Stewart . . . . .  8/18 
Jennifer Urquhart . . . .8/19 
William Baker . . . . . . 8/21 
Neathal Kirk . .  . . . . . 8/23 
Glenn Krebs . . . . . . . .8/26 

Lorraine Preola . . . . . . 8/26 
Bob Mejia . . . . . . . . ..  8/26 
Mary Brown . . . . . . . . .8/27 
Mary Beth Fitzmorris . 8/29 
Israel Gutierrez . . . . . ..8/29 
Rod Ramsey . . . . . . . . .8/29 

U. S.  ARMY                    —-                   U. S.  MARINES 

If your name has been left off the above lists, or the dates are wrong, also, if your anniversary is 50 years or 
more, and has not been acknowledged, contact us by mail—Lee Henderson, 5631 Berry Creek, Houston, Tx.,  
77017    
or by e-mail— 

bhenderson49@comcast.net  or  713-946-9194 

Byron Dickerson . . . .8/1 
H. E. Striedel . . . . . . .8/1 
Dottie Bruce . . . . . . . 8/4 
Emma McKenzie . . . 8/4 
Glenda Brown . . . . . .8/5 
James Conley . . . . . . 8/6 
Emma Russell . . . . . .8/6 
Ernest Baumgart . . . .8/7 

JULY  BIRTHDAY'S 
 

  

Lucy Ortiz . . . . . . . . . . 1st 
Phyllis Ottis . . . . . . . . 2nd 
Dottie Priger . . . . . . . .2nd 
Elliott Sortillo . . . . . .  3rd 
Jim Friedel . . . . . . . . . 6th 
Roland Potts . . . . . . . . 7th 
Jack Goodwin . . . . . . .7th 

Jose Cambiaso . . . . . . . .8th 
Karen Hare . . . . . . . . . . 9th 
Wayne Telling . . . . . . .10th 
Susan Belken . . . . . . . .11th 
William Maillet . . . . . .11th 
Elrose Baukmgart . . . .12th 

Helen Friedel . . . . . . .13th 
Oscar Cortez . . . . . .  .17th 
Frances Blackmon . . .17th 
Rose Wagner . . . . . . .18th 
Ray Cipriano . . . . . . .23rd 
Billy Brown . . . . . . . 24th 

Billie Harper . . . . . . . .24th 
Johnney Lee . . . . . . . . 24th 
Anita Belcher . . . . . . . 27th 
Jim Mack .. . . . . . . . .   27th 
Les Fuhrman . . . . . . .  29th 
Sarah Habinak . . . . . . 31st 

AUGUST  ANNIVERSARY'S   

 

MEMBER  &  SPOUSE  DATE      MEMBER  &  SPOUSE      DATE 
 
Bill & Karen Hare  . . . . . 52 yrs. . . . . . 8/4/1967  Bob & Sandy Brunat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8/4 
Evelyn & Emma Jean Perkins . . . . . . . . . . . .  8/11  Ray & Amy Cipriano . . . .56 yrs . . . .8/15/0963 
Rod & Sandra Ramsey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8/15  Stan & Betty Bozeman . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8/17 
Clyde & Janiece Stewart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8/18  John & Georgia Jackson . .66 yrs. . . 8/20/1953 
Manuel & Rosa Ramirez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8/21  Guy & Pat McMenemy . . . 66 yrs. . .8/22/1953 
Jamaes & Glenda Brown . . . .59 yrs. . 8/27/1960  Roy & Rose Wagner . . . . . 62 yrs. . . 8/29/1957 
 

  Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !! 
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KEEPING  IN  TOUCH  -  SICK  BAY  

 

 
Bill Hare is not doing well.  His health is continuing to decline.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
Buddy Blair recently had a skin cancer removed from his face.  It was large, so the doctor had to do extra work 
to make sure the skin covered the wound.  He’s fine now and no scarring. 
Sandy Sortillo wife of member Elliott Sortillo recently fell in their garage and suffered sever injury to her 
knees.  At last report, she was still using a wheelchair to get around. 
Wayne Telling and Max Johnson recently made the trip to Korea.  Max was lucky enough to have his two 
daughters accompanying him.  All reported that the trip was wonderful and they were treated with respect and 
honor. 
Charlie Ehrlund traveled to Sealy with a group of former Marine’s Motorcycle group, to celebrate Memorial 
Day around the Flag pole at the American Legion Hall.   
 
Proud moments:         
Henry Martinez’s grandson graduated from Texas A & M. 
Lee & Charlotte Henderson’s granddaughter, Rebecca Burgamy, graduated from Texas A & M Galveston. 

   LOYALTY   *  VALOR  *   HONOR   *    FIDELITY     

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY 
BUDDY  BLAIR 

 

Saturday, June 22nd, the Blair family hosted a Birthday 
Party for Buddy, at their home 
in Suger Land.  Buddy’s birth-
day is the 26th, but the celebra-
tion was a little early. 
Son Randy, who happens to be 
a chef, catered the event with 
delicious food.  There was a 
large crowd of people, friends 
and family that stopped by to 
wish Buddy a Happy Birthday. 
   Lee & I arrived as everyone 
was singing Happy Birthday, 
followed by cutting the beauti-
ful cake.  

KWV-TLSC WEBSITE 
Our website is now undergoing a major update.  We ex-
pect that there will be many items refreshed and even 
new items added.  Check it out from time to time to see 
what’s new.  Any thoughts that you have would be wel-
comed. 

kwvahouston.org 

CONDOLENCES 
 

Jessie Harper M-454, passed away June 27, 2019.  He 
was born Jan. 23, 1926 in Manitou, OK.,  after a long bat-
tle with Alzheimer's.  Jessie graduated from Reagan High 
School and received his Bachelor's and Master’s degree 
in education from the University of Houston.  On June 
29, 1944, he enlisted in the US Marine Corp.  After basic 
training, he landed with the 1st Marine Div. on Okinawa 
in April 1945 and fought with the 7th Marines for Sugar-
loaf Hill.  IN Oct. 1946 he was discharged from active 
duty and returned to Houston but stayed in the Reserves 
as a Sergeant, graduated from the U of H on June 5th.  On 
June 6th, 1950 he married Billie Jeanne McFarland, and 
was immediately assigned to the 1st Marine Division’s 
Hotel Company, 3rd Batt, 5th Marines as a 60 mm mortar 
platoon sergeant and deployed to S. Korea where he 
fought in Seoul and the Chosin Reservoir. 
He began his career in education for the Houston ISD, 
serving as a teacher, basketball coach, assistant principal 
and principal at Burbank Jr. High School and Jeff Davis 
High School for a total of 18 years.  He also joined the 
Chosin Few and served as their President for a number of 
years.  Jessie and his buddies taught Korean War history 
classes to NROTC midshipmen at Texas A & M and also 
with the TLSC/KWV members of the Speakers Bureau, 
teaching students at different High Schools in the Hou-
ston area. 
Jessie is survived by his wife of  69 years Billie Harper,  
daughters Delilah Miller & husband Allen, Sharon Shafer 
& husband Donald and Jessica Harper; 3 grandchildren 
and 2 great grandchildren. 
Burial was held at the Houston National Cemetery on 
July 5th.   

CONDOLENCES 
 

Millie Spencer, widow of member Mickey Spencer, 
passed away on June 18, 2019 



 Term Expires 
     03/20  James McKenzie  713-438-7282 
     03/22  Max Johnson  832-878-8835 
     03/20  Bob Mejia  281-438-7282 
     03/22  Johnney Lee  713-668-9269 
     03/20  Elliott Sortillo  832-639-8533 
     03/20               Dick Halferty *  832-660-8286 

* Chairman of the Board 

OFFICERS                                                DIRECTORS 

 
  President Rod Ramsey   281-497-4054  
  1st Vice Pres Wayne Telling   281-376-0100  
  2nd Vice Pres.   Charlie Ehrland   713-298-5810  
 Vice Pres.- Korean Liaison     Johnney Lee  713-668-9269 
  Secretary Roger Morris    832-524-2343  
  Treasurer Bob Bighouse                 713-464-3676 

FORMER PRESIDENTS                                               COMMITTEES 

1991-92 - Nat Young  
1992-93 - W. B. Kirchheim 
1993-94 - Don Foisie 
1994-95 - James Duncan 
1995 -97 - Bill Hare 
1997-98 -  John Jackson  
1998-99 - “Stoney” Stone 
1999-00 - Sal Gambino 
2000-01 - Howard Nathan 
2001-02 -  Bob Mitchell 
2002-03 -  Carlos Ballard 
2003-04  -  Don Napp 
2004-05 -  Charlie Ehrlund 
2005-07 -  Buddy Blair 
2007-08 -  Charlie Ehrlund 
2008-09 -  Carlos Ballard 
2009-11 -  Bob Bighouse 
2011– 16   Hank Daumann 
2016-18 -  Max Johnson 

CHAPLAIN       
COLOR GUARD   Don Napp 
HISTORIAN    Carlos Ballard cmballard1956@gmail.com 
EDUCATION   
MIA / POW    David Velasco   
QUARTERMASTER   Wayne Telling   
SGT. AT ARMS    Chuck Ehrlund     
KOREAN COMMUNITY LIAISON- Johnney Lee   
VA CEMETERY     John Jackson 
VA HOSPITAL    Bob Mejia  
VETERANS COALITION  ,   
WARRIOR EDITOR   Lee Henderson   (bhenderson49@comcast.net)  
WEBSITE LIAISON   Bob Mitchell   (kwvarjm@aol.com)  
NEWSLETTER LIAISON  Rod Ramsey 
KWV/TLSC Web Site:   kwvahouston.org 
           

WREATH’S  ACROSS  AMERICA  -  HOUSTON 
 

 
 It is a wonderful sight to see the beautiful wreaths decorating the graves.   The price is 
still only  $15.00 per wreath.   
 
 

Thank You to Everyone that purchased a Wreath. 
 
 

BRISTOL, Harry 
CONTE, Tom 
DUNCAN, Betty-In memory 
of Jim Duncam 
HABINAK, Al 
JACKSON,  Paul 
JOHNSON, Max 
GUGENHEIM, Kittie & 
MALOY Mark—In memory 
of Ted Maloy 
MEJIA,  Bob, in memory of 
his 6 brothers 
PRIGER, Ray 
SORTILLO,  Elliott & 
Sandy 
STONE, Evelyn 

Did  You  Know?  
 

In 2007, Scott deMasi and his son, Alex, (6 years old at the 
time) were looking at a video online about how they do the 
wreath project at Arlington National Cemetery.  On a spe-
cific Saturday in December, there is a wreath laying cere-
mony to honor our fallen veterans.  The video made it 
sound like they do this all over and you just needed to pur-
chase your wreath.  Right then, Scott called the cemetery to 
see when we would place the wreaths and they stated that 
they didn’t do that here in Houston, citing funding and vol-
unteers.  I explained it to my son and with 6-year-old logic 
he states, “That’s not fair! It’s not fair that they get wreaths 
and our soldiers don’t.”  I explained again and we moved 
on.  Later in the day, he asked something that I’ll never for-
get: “What can one person do?”  I explained about several 
individuals that changed the world.  He replied, “Then let’s 
go get some wreaths.” 

With that, WAA-H was born.  

A Special  
THANK YOU  

to everyone that contrib-
uted to the WREATH’S 
ACROSS AMERICA-

HOUSTON. 
 


