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JULY  27th  CELEBRATION 
 

Early on July 27th, members of the Lone Star Chapter along with members of the Korean 
Community, gathered at the VFW Post 8790, to celebrate the signing of the armistice in 
1953.  Dick Halferty began the program with the Posting of the Colors, the Invocation , plac-
ing of the Wreaths, the Pledge of Allegiance and the National Anthem’s of America and Ko-
rea. 

The guest speaker was Elliott Sortillo, a member of the Lone Star 
Chapter.  Elliott spoke of his time in Korea, where he was captured at 
the Chosin Reservoir, and held in a POW camp until after the Peace Treaty was signed, 
33 months spending his 17, 18 and 19th birthday in captivity.  After his discharge, he 
lasted a few months then reenlisted and served in Vietnam, Co. “B”, 5th Special Forces 
group (Airborne) 1964-65, as well as many other challenging assignments, 
retiring as a Sergeant Major in 1971.  Thank you Elliott for your service. 
A surprise speaker was Scott deMasi, founder of the WAA-H, here in Hou-
ston.  Scott wanted to remind everyone that it’s time to order your wreath to 

be distributed  12/14, at the Houston National Cemetery. 
We were provided with wonderful entertainment by the Korean community, but the star of the 
show was a young girl performing a creative expressive dance.  

 

Elliott  sortillo 

Dick Halferty 
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ATTENTION  VETERANS  
 

Henry Martinez has passed along information about 
a new book to be published this fall.  It is titled, 
“Our Veterans”, and is a pictorial, hardbound book, 
honoring area veterans; primarily of The Heights, 
Garden Oaks, Oak Forest and North Houston areas.  
It will be full of photos and stories of the men and 
women of these communities who served or are 
serving in the United States Military. 

The deadline for pre-ordering is 09/15/2019.  Ship-
ments will begin in early November. 

If you have any questions - email:  

Veterans@theleadernews.com  or   

call 713-686-8494. 

Correspondence: 
 
The following is a request from our Guest Book on the 
website: 
From Edna Santoro - “Thank you.  I love reading your 
very informative newsletter!”   July 18, 2019 
 
From Daniel Kim - “We are eternally grateful for the 
liberation that this magnificent country undertook to 
save my people, my family.  If it were not for the un-
fathomable sacrifices this nation’s brave soldiers 
paid, we would all be still oppressed to this day. 
Thank you, there are no words in any known lan-
guage to convey the eternal gratitude we have.  
Thank you.” 
 
“We look forward to receiving ‘The Warrior’.  We en-
joy staying in touch and keeping up with what’s going 
on.  Al went on the ‘Honor Flight’ through the Okla-
homa Honor Flight.  Our son was his guardian. 
Please tell everyone we said hello, and send our best 
wishes.”  Al & Sarah Habainak   Thank you Sarah, we 
miss you and Al.  Glad you’re doing good. 

AUGUST  15th  - KOREA’S  LIBERATION 
 

Liberation Day is a holiday that marks the liberation of Korea from 35 years of Japanese Imperial rule in 1945 
after the end of the second World War. On August 15th 1948 the Republic of Korea was established, with 
Syngman Rhee as the first president; on September 9th 1948, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea was 
established under Kim Il-sung. 

This years celebration was held at the Korean Community Center .  There was a very 
good crowd to celebrate the occasion.  The first speaker spoke of 
the time during the Japanese Imperial rule and was very emotional.   
Consul General Kim also spoke of the time the Korean people  
were oppressed, and what the liberation means to them. 
Dick Halferty also spoke and repeated President Moon’s message 
“Our people have done their best at every moment as they 
achieved liberation from colonial rule, overcame the Korean War 
and achieved democracy and economic development.  The people 
of Korea have accomplished miracles.. The courage and determi-
nation that achieved liberation earlier will bring us true liberation 
characterized by peace and prosperity going beyond the division. 

In conclusion, we here on this day, Korean War Veterans, Korean Americans should speak in 
one clear voice.  Let us work to keep the light which was returned August 
15, 1945, burning! 
 
Our President and his wife also celebrated their wedding anniversary at 
the dinner.  Congratulations Rod and Sandra Ramsey. 

Consul General Kim 

 

Aphorism: 
 
The nicest thing about the future is that it always starts 
tomorrow. 
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“WARRIOR  QUESTIONNAIRE” 
 

“IMPORTANT  INFORMATION” 
 

 

Name:                
 
Address:               
 
City:          State:   
 
Zip:   Phone:          
 
Member #:  DOB:      
 
 
 
Spouse:         DOB:     
 
 
Anniversary Date:         
 
 
E-mail :               

PRESENTATION 
 

David Velasco treated the members at the August meeting, with a video presentation.  He recently found an 
old video (a VHS tape) of the Memorial Dedication at Forest Park Cemetery for his brother Frank Velasco.  
Frank is MIA, having fallen at the Chosin. 
The presentation was given on the 44th Anniversary of the start of the War. 
The tape was old and as a result, it stopped several times, but that didn’t take away from the importance and 
sentimental value of the tape.  The TLSC/KWVA Color Guard presented the colors and Ted Maloy was one of 
the speakers. 
Frank Velasco is still MIA. 

ATTENTION  MEMBERS ……….. 
 

Over the years, a lot has changed, including our ad-
dresses, phone numbers and email addresses, 
among a lot of other changes.  We need to update our 
files because of these things.  Would you please fill in 
the information box below and email it to bhender-
son49@comcast.net or mail it to TLSC/KWV,  P.O. 
Box 802541, Houston, Tx.,  77280-2541. 
 
If you would prefer to receive your newsletter via e-
mail vs snail mail, or do you need both, please let us 
know. 
 
Thank you very much. 

WREATH’S  ACROSS  AMERICA 
HOUSTON 

 
It’s that time of year again—time to purchase a 
wreath, to be placed on the final resting place of 
our fallen hero’s. 
 
Last year we fell short of the previous years.  Let’s 
make this year a better year for purchases of the 
beautiful wreath’s. 



“WARRIOR DONATIONS” Honor Roll  for “July 2019 to July 2020”        
The editors would like to acknowledge and thank the following members and patrons of the Warrior who have contributed  in help-
ing to defray some of the cost of printing and mailing. As you know, we now have the Warrior on line for those with computers, 
but the Post Office has informed us that the cost of mailing has gone up, so we still need your help.  We thank you for your generous 
support and contributions.  We will be using the funds received to defray the costs of the newsletter.   The following 

names will be published monthly through the July 2020 issue. Be sure and have your name included.  Fill in the sponsor 
card, seen below, or included in your newsletter, (those that are mailed) and return with your contribution .   Thanks:   
Your editors:  Lee & Charlotte Henderson   (Web site:  kwvahouston.org) 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

In Memory of — 
 
 

 
Pat Canny 
John J. O’Flynn 
Roy Russell 
 
For all who Gave! 
 

 
 

This Space is for you to 
Remember someone you 
Care for. 

 

 

Texas Lone Star Chapter – KWV 
P. O. Box 802541—Houston, TX  77280-2541      

“Warrior” Sponsor      
I want to be a sponsor of the Warrior  for  

July 2018—July 2019 
 

Name _______________________________________   
 

Address _____________________________________   
 

City _______________ State _______ Zip _________ 
 

Member number: _________________ 
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Conte, Tom 
Sortillo, Elliott & 
Sandra 

* - Indicates 
more than one 
donation 

I’m so old that………….. 
I’ve dialed a rotary phone (that didn’t have an answering machine), recorded a song that I 
love, off of a transistor radio, onto a tape recorder, watched a black and white TV (with 
less that 10 channels) that had foil on the rabbit ear antennas, taken a long walk without 
counting the steps, and eaten food that I didn’t take pictures of. 
 
More Aphorism…… 
 

1.  Money will buy a fine dog but only kindness will make him wag his tail. 
2.  If you don’t have a sense of humor you probably don’t have any sense at all. 
3.  Seat belts are not as confining as wheelchairs. 
4. A good time to keep your mouth shut is when you’re in deep water. 
5. How come it takes so little time for a child who is afraid of the dark to become a teen-

ager who wants to stay out all night? 
6. Business conventions are important because they demonstrate how many people a com-

pany can operate without. 
7. Why is it that at class reunions you feel younger than everyone else looks? 
8. Stroke a cat and you will have a permanent job. 
9. No one have more driving ambition than the teenage boy who wants to buy a car. 
10. There are no new sins, the old ones just get more publicity. 
11. There are worse things than getting a call for a wrong number at 4 am - for example, it 

could be the right number. 
12. No one ever says “It’s only a game” when their team is winning. 
13. I’ve reached the age where ‘happy hour’ is a nap. 
14. Be careful about reading the fine print - there’s no way you’re going to like it.     
15. The trouble with bucket seats is that not everybody has the same size bucket. 
16. Do you realize that, in about 40 years, we’ll have thousands of old ladies running 

around with tattoos? 
17.  Money can’t buy happiness but somehow it’s more comfortable to cry in a Cadillac 

than in a Ford. 
18. After 70, if you don’t wake up aching in every joint, you’re probably dead. 
19. Always be yourself because the people who matter don’t mind and the ones who mind 

don’t matter. 
20. Life isn’t tied wit a bow, but it’s still a gift.                           



SEPTEMBER 
        5th - Board Meeting  1 pm 
        8th - Grandparents  Day 
       11th - Socks & Caps - VA Hospital 
       18th - General Meeting   11:30 am 
       18th - USAF Established  -  1947 
OCTOBER  
         3rd - Board Meeting 1 pm 
         9th - Yom Kippur 
        13th - U.S. Navy Estab.  1775 
        14th - Columbus Day 
        16th - General Meeting  11:30 am 
        24th - United Nations Day 
        31st - Halloween  
NOVEMBER 
          3rd - Daylight Saving Time Ends 
          7th - Board Meeting   1 pm 
         10th - U.S. Marines Estab.1775 
         11th - Veteran’s Day 
         20th - General Meeting  11:30 am 
         28th - Thanksgiving 
DECEMBER 
          5th - Board Meeting  1 pm 
         14th - WAA-H  11 am 
         18th - General Meeting  11:30 am 
         21st - Winter Begins 
         23rd - 1st Day of Hanukkah 
         24th - Christmas Eve 
         25th - Christmas Day 
         26th - 1st day of Kwanzaa 
         31st - New Year’s Eve 
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Merchant Marines 

TIME TO RENEW        
 

Annual Dues are $25.00 - 

 

Life Membership $125.00  

 

 Send renewal to: 

 TLSC/KWV   

P O Box 802541  

 Houston TX 77280-2541.  

 All dues are due on January 1st, 

of each year. 
 

Have you Renewed? 
 

 

HONOR  FLIGHT 
 
Have you sent in your application for the Honor Flight?  
They have begun taking the Korean War Veterans to 
Washington, D. C.   If you have sent in your application, 
I guess you just wait to be notified.  Trips have began 
again.   
 

This trip is a real honor for you, the veterans.  The trip is 
free, they will treat you to a wonderful dinner, tours of 
D.C. and the Korean War Memorial, plus other activities.  
Each Veteran will be assigned a person that will escort 
them by way of wheelchairs, the entire trip, and attend to 
all your needs. The vets do not need to walk.  Wheel-
chairs are assigned.  Medical personal are also on the 
flight and trip around Washington, D.C. 

If you have not submitted your application, please go to:   
www.honorflighthouston.org/veteran.     Fill out the 

application and submit. 

VETERAN ENERGY 
 

If you are shopping for a new energy company, please 
consider Veteran Energy.  Their rates are low and mem-
bers who have switch, are very happy with their lower 
bills.  On top of lower bills, they have a program that 
gives back.   If you designate the Lone Star Chapter/
Korean War Veteran’s to receive the benefits.   
Recently,  the Lone Star Chapter received a check for 

  
       May 2019   -   $46.00 
   Very nice returns for our chapter. 

They also donated $2,500.00 to the Chapter 
 

Support  - Veteran’s Energy 

DUES  PAID 
 

Walter G. Ballard  Harry Bristol 
Bob Bighouse   M. H. Carlton 
Kittie Gugenheim  Marilyn Harrison 
Alvin Hollas   Roger Morris 
Bob Mitchell   Ray Priger 
Carl E. Singleton  Frances Velasco 
Eugene Juergens  Henry Martinez 
Nuncio Martino   Tom Conte 
Paul W. Jackson 
 

Welcome New Member 
Robert (Bob) Rivera  M-864  -  US Army 



August 17, 1950 – This Day During The Korean War – The Hill 
303 massacre 
August 17, 1950 – The Hill 303 massacre was a war crime that took place in the Korean War on August 
17, 1950 on a hill above Waegwan, South Korea. Forty-one captured U.S. Army prisoners of war were ma-
chine-gunned by members of the Korean People’s Army during one of the smaller engagements of the Battle 
of Pusan Perimeter. Operating near Taegu during the Battle of Taegu, elements of the U.S. Army’s 2nd Bat-
talion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division were surrounded by North Korean troops crossing the 
Naktong River at Hill 303. Most of the U.S. troops were able to escape but one platoon of mortar operators 
misidentified North Korean troops as South Korean Army reinforcements and was captured. North Korean 
troops held the Americans on the hill and initially tried to move them across the river and out of the battle, 
but they were unable to do so because of heavy counterattack. American forces eventually broke the North 
Korean advance, routing the force. As the North Koreans began to retreat one of their officers ordered 
the prisoners to be shot so they would not slow the North Koreans down. The massacre provoked a response 
from both sides in the conflict. U.S. commanders broadcast radio messages and dropped leaflets demanding 
the senior North Korean commanders be held responsible for the atrocity. The North Korean commanders, 
concerned about the way their soldiers were treating prisoners of war, laid out stricter guidelines for han-
dling enemy captives. Memorials were later constructed on Hill 303 by troops at nearby Camp Carroll to 
honor the victims of the massacre. The exact details of the massacre are sketchy, and based on the ac-
counts of four U.S. soldiers who survived the event. Three captured North Korean soldiers were pointed out 
by the survivors as participants in the killings, and these three also gave conflicting accounts of what hap-
pened. The northernmost unit of the 1st Cavalry Division’s sector was G Company of the 5th Cavalry Regi-
ment. It held Hill 303, the furthest position on the Eighth Army’s extreme right flank. To the north lay the 
ROK 1st Division, the first unit in the line of the South Korean Army. For several days UN intelligence 
sources had reported heavy North Korean concentrations across the Naktong, opposite the ROK 1st Divi-
sion. Early in the morning on August 14, a North Korean regiment crossed the Naktong 6 miles (9.7 km) 
north of Waegwan into the ROK 1st Division sector through an underwater bridge. Shortly after midnight, 
ROK forces on the high ground just north of the US-ROK Army boundary were attacked by this force. Af-
ter daylight, an air strike partially destroyed the underwater bridge. The North Korean attack spread south 
and by 12:00 (KST), North Korean small arms fire fell on G Company, 5th Cavalry Regiment, on Hill 303. In-
stead of moving east into the mountains as other landings had, this force turned south and headed for 
Waegwan. At 03:30 the morning on August 15, G Company men on Hill 303 spotted 50 North Korean infantry 
supported by two T-34 tanks moving south along the river road at the base of the hill. They also spotted 
another column moving to their rear, which quickly engaged F Company with small arms fire. In order to es-
cape the enemy encirclement, F Company withdrew south, but G Company did not. By 08:30, North Koreans 
had completely surrounded it and a supporting platoon of H Company mortarmen on Hill 303. At this point, 
the force on the hill was cut off from the rest of the American force. A relief column, composed of B Com-
pany, 5th Cavalry, and a platoon of U.S. tanks, tried to reach G Company but was unable to penetrate the 
North Korean force that was surrounding Hill 303. According to survivor accounts, before dawn on August 
15, the H Company mortar platoon became aware of enemy activity near Hill 303. The platoon leader tele-
phoned G Company, 5th Cavalry, which informed him a platoon of 60 South Korean troops would come to re-
inforce the mortar platoon. Later in the morning the platoon saw two North Korean T-34s followed by 200 
or more enemy soldiers on the road below them. A little later a group of Koreans appeared on the slope. A 
patrol going to meet the climbing Koreans called out and received in reply a blast of automatic weapons fire. 
The mortar platoon leader, in spite of this, believed they were friendly. The watching Americans were not 
convinced that the new arrivals were enemy soldiers until the red stars became visible on their caps. By 
that time they were extremely close to the American positions. The North Koreans came right up to the 
foxholes without either side firing a shot. The lieutenant in charge of the platoon ordered it to surrender 
without a fight as it was far outnumbered and outgunned. The North Koreans quickly took all 31 of the mor-
tarmen captive. One account, however, said 42 men were captured on the hill. They were captured by the 
4th Company, 2nd Battalion, 206th Mechanized Infantry Regiment of the NK 105th Armored Division. The 
North Koreans marched their American prisoners down the hill after taking their weapons and valuables. In 
an orchard, they tied the prisoners’ hands behind their backs, took some of their clothing, and removed 
their shoes. They told the Americans they would be sent to the Seoul prisoner-of-war camp if they behaved 
well. The original captors did not stay in continuous possession of the prisoners throughout the next two 
days. There is some evidence that elements of the NK 3rd Division guarded them after capture. During the 
first night of captivity, the North Koreans gave the American prisoners water, fruit, and cigarettes. Survi-
vors claimed this was the only food and water the North Koreans gave them over the three days of their 
imprisonment. The Americans dug holes in the sand to get more water to drink. The North Koreans intended 
to move them across the Naktong that night, but American fire prevented safe movement. During the night 
two of the Americans loosened their bindings, causing a brief commotion. North Korean soldiers threatened 
to shoot the Americans but, according to one survivor’s account, a North Korean officer shot one of his own 
men for threatening this. The North Koreans attempted to keep the Americans hidden during the day and 
move them at night, but attacks by other American forces made this difficult. The next day, August 16, the 
prisoners were moved with their guards. One of the mortarmen, Cpl. Roy L. Day, Jr., spoke Japanese and 



North Korean soldiers threatened to shoot the Americans but, according to one survivor’s account, a North Kore-
an officer shot one of his own men for threatening this. The North Koreans attempted to keep the Americans 
hidden during the day and move them at night, but attacks by other American forces made this difficult. The 
next day, August 16, the prisoners were moved with their guards. One of the mortarmen, Cpl. Roy L. Day, Jr., 
spoke Japanese and was able to converse with some of the North Koreans. That afternoon he overheard a North 
Korean lieutenant say that they would kill the prisoners if other American forces advanced too close. Later that 
day, other American forces began to assault Hill 303 to retake the position. B Company and several American 
tanks tried a second time to retake the hill, now estimated to contain a 700-man battalion. The 61st Field Artil-
lery Battalion and elements of the 82nd Field Artillery Battalion fired on the hill during the day. That night, G 
Company succeeded in escaping from Hill 303. Guards took away five of the American prisoners; the others did 
not know what became of them. Before dawn on August 17, troops from both the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 
5th Cavalry Regiment, supported by A Company of the 70th Tank Battalion, attacked Hill 303, but heavy North 
Korean mortar fire stopped them at the edge of Waegwan. During the morning, American artillery heavily bom-
barded the North Korean positions on the hill. Throughout the morning of August 17, the North Korean guards 
exchanged fire with U.S. soldiers attempting to rescue the prisoners. Around 12:00, the North Korean unit hold-
ing the Americans placed them in a gully on the hill with a light company of 50 guards. Several more American 
prisoners were added to the group during the day, bringing the number of prisoners on Hill 303 to 45. However, 
one survivor estimated that the number of prisoners in total was 67, and that the balance of the prisoners were 
executed on August 15 or 16. At 14:00 on August 17, a UN air strike took place, attacking the hill with napalm, 
bombs, rockets, and machine guns. At this time, a North Korean officer said that American soldiers were closing 
in on them and they could not continue to hold the prisoners. The officer ordered the men shot, and the North 
Koreans then fired into the kneeling Americans as they rested in the gully. One of the North Koreans who was 
later captured said all or most of the 50 guards participated, but some of the survivors said only a group of 14 
North Korean guards, directed by their non-commissioned officers, fired into them with PPSh-41 “burp guns”. 
Before all the North Korean soldiers left the area, some returned to the ravine and shot survivors of the initial 
massacre. Only four or five of the men in this group survived, by hiding under the dead bodies of others. In all, 
41 American prisoners were killed in the ravine. The bulk of these men—26 in all—were from the mortar platoon 
but prisoners captured elsewhere were also among them. The U.S. air strike and artillery bombardment pushed 
North Korean forces off the hill. After the strike, at 15:30, the infantry attacked up the hill unopposed and se-
cured it by 16:30. The combined strength of E and F Companies atop the hill was about 60 men. The artillery and 
the air strike killed and wounded an estimated 500 enemy troops on Hill 303, with survivors fleeing in complete 
disorder. Two of the massacre survivors making their way down the hill to meet the counterattacking force were 
fired upon before they could establish their identity, but not hit. American forces of the 5th Cavalry Regiment 
quickly discovered the bodies of the American prisoners with machine-gun wounds, hands still bound behind their 
backs. That night, near Waegwan, North Korean antitank fire hit and knocked out two tanks of the 70th Tank 
Battalion. The next day, August 18, American troops found the bodies of six members of the tank crews showing 
indications that they had been captured and executed in the same manner as the men on Hill 303. The incident on 
Hill 303 led UN commander General Douglas MacArthur to broadcast to the North Korean Army on August 20, 
denouncing the atrocities. The U.S. Air Force dropped many leaflets over enemy territory, addressed to North 
Korean commanders. MacArthur warned that he would hold North Korea’s senior military leaders responsible for 
the event, and any other war crimes. Inertia on your part and on the part of your senior field commanders in the 
discharge of this grave and universally recognized command responsibility may only be construed as a condona-
tion and encouragement of such outrage, for which if not promptly corrected I shall hold you and your command-
ers criminally accountable under the rules and precedents of war.— General of the Army Douglas MacArthur’s closing 
remark in his broadcast to the North Korean Army on the incident. The incident at Hill 303 would be only one of the first of 
a series of atrocities the U.S. forces accused North Korean soldiers of committing. In late 1953, the United States Senate 
Committee on Government Operations, led by Joseph McCarthy, conducted an investigation of up to 1,800 reported inci-
dents of war crimes allegedly committed throughout the Korean War. The Hill 303 massacre was one of the first to be in-
vestigated. Survivors of the incident were called to testify before the committee, and the U.S. Government concluded that 
the North Korean army violated the terms of the Geneva Convention, and condemned its actions. 

Bodies of massacre victims  



OCTOBER   BIRTHDAY'S 
 

  
 

SEPTEMBER   ANNIVERSARY'S   

 

MEMBER  &  SPOUSE  DATE      MEMBER  &  SPOUSE      DATE 
 
Buddy & Billie Blair . . . .64 yrs. . . . . . .  . 9/1/1955 Woody & Sandy Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . . 9/1 
Jose & Hortence Cambiaso . .64 yrs . . . .  9/1/1955 Nuncio & JoAnn Martino . . .66 yrs . .9/4/1953 
William & Mildred Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/11  Carl & Eve Singleton . . . 57 yrs. . . . 9/17/1962 
Elliott & Sondra Sortillo . . . . 59 yrs. . . . . 9/24/1960 Jack & Roberta Starlin . .68 yrs. . .  9/28/1951 
 

 Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !! 
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Ralph DeCoste . . . . . 10/9 
Robert Arias . . . . . . . 10/10 
Floyd Frawner . . . . . .10/11 
Antonio Munguia . . . 10/11 
Alvin Hollas . . . . . . ..10/13 
Bernard Bergan . . .  . 10/15 

Tom Conte . . . . . . . .10/16 
Ralph Hockley . . . . .10/17 
Vito Susca . . . . . . . . 10/18 
Arnulfo Cortez . . . .  10/18 
Ralph Melcher . . . . . 10/19 
Jack Starlin . . . . . . . .10/21 

Kenneth Nevill . . . . . 10/22 
Bernice Hollas . . . . .  10/25 
Bob Bighouse . . . . . . 10/26 
Estella Frawner . . . . . 10/29 
Carolyn Hockley . . . . 10/29 

U. S.  ARMY                    —-                   U. S.  MARINES 

If your name has been left off the above lists, or the dates are wrong, also, if your anniversary is 50 years or 
more, and has not been acknowledged, contact us by mail—Lee Henderson, 5631 Berry Creek, Houston, Tx.,  
77017    
or by e-mail— 

bhenderson49@comcast.net  or  713-946-9194 

James Belcher . . . . 10/2 
Joseph Correa . . . . .10/2 
Vincent Aguilera .  .10/5 
Paul Johnson . . . . . .10/6 
James Tarver . . . . . .10/6 
Homer Gregory . . . .10/8 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAY'S 
 

  

Della Sue Tarver . . . . 9/1 
Patricia Dean . . . . . . . 9/2 
Rosa Ramirez . . . . . . . 9/2 
Charlotte Lyke . . . . . . 9/4 
Mary Lee Estess . . . . ..9/7 
Bill Hare . . . . . . . . . . . 9/7 
Stan Bozeman . . . . . . . 9/9 

Dorothy Sizemore . . . 9/10 
Woody Thomas. . . . . .9/11 
Victoria Arias  . . . . . . 9/11 
Kyung Ja Won . . . . . . 9/11 
Jack Ledford . . . . . . . .9/14 
Rudy Weisar . . . . . . . .9/15 
Eve Singleton . . . . . . .9/18 

Hong S. Won . . . . . . 9/18 
JoAnn Martino . . . . . 9/19 
Maureen Gutierrez . . 9/20 
J. B. Hatfield . . . . . .  9/20 
Tomasa Flores . . . . . .9/22 
Bert Beecroft . .  .. . . .9/24 
Judith Bristol . . . . . . .9/24 

A. C. Martin . . . . . . . 9/25 
Tom Mixon . . . . . . .  . 9/25 
Sondra Sortillo . . . . . . 9/25 
Marilyn Harrison . . . . 9/27 
Charlotte Hackler . . . . 9/27 
Hortence Cambiaso . . .9/27 
Salomon Padilla . . . . . 9/27 

OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARY'S   

 

MEMBER  &  SPOUSE  DATE      MEMBER  &  SPOUSE      DATE 
 
Donald & Susan Belken . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . ..  10/7  Floyd & Estella Frawner . . . . . . . . . . ..  10/8 
Joe & Muriel Mueller . . . . . 66 yrs. . . . . . . 10/9/1953 David & Willetta Garner . . . . . . . . . . . .  10/9 
Henry & Eva Martinez . . . . 66 yrs. .  . . . .  10/11/1953 J. B. & Shirley Hatfield . . ..60 yrs. . .10/13/1959 
Clifford & Louise Petrey . . .66 yrs. . . . . . . 10/15/1953 Ernest & Elrose Baumgart . . . . . . . . . . . .10/23 
Alvin & Bernice Hollas . . . . 66 yrs. . . . . . . 10/25/1953 
 

  Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !! 
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KEEPING  IN  TOUCH  -  SICK  BAY  

 

 
Bill Hare is not doing well.  His health is continuing to decline.  I’m sure that Bill and Karen would love to hear 
from you, so give them a call.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
Sandy Sortillo wife of member Elliott Sortillo recently fell in their garage and suffered sever injury to her 
knees.  At last report, she was still using a wheelchair to get around, on top of all this, she had to have gall blad-
der surgery.  Sandy, we are praying for you to recover, and sufer no more problems. 
Dorothy Mitchell wife of Bob Mitchell has had recent set backs.  Due to some age related problems that, un-
fortunately, cannot be fixed, my wife Dorothy will need professional care from now on.  She moved into an as-
sisted living facility on Friday, July 26th, called Avanti Senior Living, on the West side of Houston, right off 
Barker Cypress Road.  So far, she seems content, but that is because she thinks this is temporary, which it is not.  
Prayers for her would be greatly appreciated.   Bob Mitchell      Our prayers are with Dorothy and you in this 
time of change. 
Eva Martinez is still about the same, her dementia has not improved and needs constant care. 
Carol Halferty has suffered from one problem after another.  She injured her spine in a fall while cleaning up 
after Hurricane Harvey, and is still plagued with constant pain, even after several surgeries. 
Roger Morris recently made a trip to Arlington, Tx., for the 75th Division annual reunion, August 21—25. 
Billie Blair is finally home from the hospital.  She had a very complicated surgery about a month ago.  She was 
in the hospital several weeks, then to rehab and now finally home.  So happy you are finally home where you 
can recuperate in the comfort of your home. 
 
 
Proud moments:         
Henry Martinez’s grandson graduated from Texas A & M. 
Lee & Charlotte Henderson’s granddaughter, Rebecca Burgamy, graduated from Texas A & M Galveston. 

   LOYALTY   *  VALOR  *   HONOR   *    FIDELITY     

KWV-TLSC WEBSITE 
Our website is now undergoing a major update.  We ex-
pect that there will be many items refreshed and even 
new items added.  Check it out from time to time to see 
what’s new.  Any thoughts that you have would be wel-
comed. 

kwvahouston.org 

CONDOLENCES 
 

Millie Spencer, widow of member Mickey Spencer, 
passed away on June 18, 2019, at age 89.   
She is survived by her daughter Jan Burke Ashmos and 
husband Curtis, four Grandchildren and 2 Great Grand-
children, as well as many family & friends. 
Millie was buried with Mickey at the V.A. Cemetery. 

FREE  TO  A  GOOD  HOME 
 

Millie Spencer’s daughter contacted us.  She is cleaning 
out Mickey & Millie’s home and there is a Foot Locker 
that belonged to Mickey.  She doesn’t want to just 
throw it away, because it has so much history, but 
would like to give it to someone that might like to have 
it.  You can contact her: Jan Ashmos @512-527-0129. 

CONDOLENCES 
 

Long time member Roland J. Potts L-42,  
passed away in the morning of November 26, 

2018..Roland was born July 7, 1934.  He 
is preceded in death by his loving wife of 
61 years, Edna Potts, his daughter, Rhon-
da Potts Fairchild and parents Lester & 
Minta Pearl Potts. 
As soon as he was able, he joined the 

Navy on July 16, 1952.  Petty Office Second Class 
Potts was stationed at Midway Island. 
Roland met the one true love of his live, Edna Mae 
Clifton on a New Year’s Eve blind date in 1956.  
They were married shortly thereafter on March 1, 
1957. 
Roland is survived by his children Alan & wife 
Nelda, Ryan & wife Jamie and son-in-law Quentin 
Fairchild.  Twelve grandchildren and 14 Great 
Grandchildren. 



 Term Expires 
     03/20  James McKenzie  713-438-7282 
     03/22  Max Johnson  832-878-8835 
     03/20  Bob Mejia  281-438-7282 
     03/22  Johnney Lee  713-668-9269 
     03/20  Elliott Sortillo  832-639-8533 
     03/20               Dick Halferty *  832-660-8286 

* Chairman of the Board 

OFFICERS                                                DIRECTORS 

 
  President Rod Ramsey   281-497-4054  
  1st Vice Pres Wayne Telling   281-376-0100  
  2nd Vice Pres.   Charlie Ehrland   713-298-5810  
 Vice Pres.- Korean Liaison     Johnney Lee  713-668-9269 
  Secretary Roger Morris    832-524-2343  
  Treasurer Bob Bighouse                 713-464-3676 

FORMER PRESIDENTS                                               COMMITTEES 

1991-92 - Nat Young  
1992-93 - W. B. Kirchheim 
1993-94 - Don Foisie 
1994-95 - James Duncan 
1995 -97 - Bill Hare 
1997-98 -  John Jackson  
1998-99 - “Stoney” Stone 
1999-00 - Sal Gambino 
2000-01 - Howard Nathan 
2001-02 -  Bob Mitchell 
2002-03 -  Carlos Ballard 
2003-04  -  Don Napp 
2004-05 -  Charlie Ehrlund 
2005-07 -  Buddy Blair 
2007-08 -  Charlie Ehrlund 
2008-09 -  Carlos Ballard 
2009-11 -  Bob Bighouse 
2011– 16   Hank Daumann 
2016-18 -  Max Johnson 

CHAPLAIN       
COLOR GUARD   Don Napp 
HISTORIAN    Carlos Ballard cmballard1956@gmail.com 
EDUCATION   
MIA / POW    David Velasco   
QUARTERMASTER   Wayne Telling   
SGT. AT ARMS    Chuck Ehrlund     
KOREAN COMMUNITY LIAISON- Johnney Lee   
VA CEMETERY     John Jackson 
VA HOSPITAL    Bob Mejia  
VETERANS COALITION  ,   
WARRIOR EDITOR   Lee Henderson   (bhenderson49@comcast.net)  
WEBSITE LIAISON   Bob Mitchell   (kwvarjm@aol.com)  
NEWSLETTER LIAISON  Rod Ramsey 
KWV/TLSC Web Site:   kwvahouston.org 
           

WREATH’S  ACROSS  AMERICA  -  HOUSTON 
 

 
 This year on December 14th at 11 AM, 1,000 Cemetery’s across the country will 
be placing wreaths on the graves of our fallen veterans.  
 It is a wonderful sight to see the beautiful wreaths decorating the graves.   The 
price is still only  $15.00 per wreath.   

  
IT’S WREATH TIME AGAIN.  ADD OUR NAME TO THE LIST, AND MAIL IN 

YOUR CONTRIBUTION NOW! 
 

Conte, Tom  
Jackson, Paul W. 

Did  You  Know?  
 

In 2007, Scott deMasi and his son, Alex, (6 
years old at the time) were looking at a vid-
eo online about how they do the wreath 
project at Arlington National Cemetery.  
On a specific Saturday in December, there 
is a wreath laying ceremony to honor our 
fallen veterans.  The video made it sound 
like they do this all over and you just need-

ed to purchase your wreath.  Right then, Scott called the 
cemetery to see when we would place the wreaths and they 
stated that they didn’t do that here in Houston, citing fund-
ing and volunteers.  I explained it to my son and with 6-
year-old logic he states, “That’s not fair! It’s not fair that 
they get wreaths and our soldiers don’t.”  I explained again 
and we moved on.  Later in the day, he asked something 
that I’ll never forget: “What can one person do?”  I ex-
plained about several individuals that changed the world.  
He replied, “Then let’s go get some wreaths.” 

A Special  
THANK YOU  

to everyone that contrib-
uted to the WREATH’S 
ACROSS AMERICA-

HOUSTON. 
 


