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Our Mission as Editors of the Warrior, is to Enlighten the Minds and Hearts of its Members!

ANNUAL CHILI DINNER
If you were unable to attend the October meeting, you missed a good time. There was plenty
of chili, rice, beans, cheese, etc and lots of desserts to go around. The food was
great, but if you really like your chili hot, you were in luck as there was plenty of
hot and of course some mild chili for those of us that like it a little milder. There
were also fellow vets and their wives, and everyone enjoyed visiting with each
other. Some attended that have been unable to attend in a long while and it was especially
nice to see them. Among those were Bob & Dixie Hanks and Mickey & Millie Spencer.
Franko, Billie &
Dixie
has back problems and doesn’t get out to much and Mickey is recovering from foot
Punkie serving
surgery.
Before dinner and while we were eating, people were bidding at the silent auction, which was a great
success. The auction netted $365.50 and the dinner brought in $280.00. CONGRATULATIONS TLSC!!
After dinner and the auction, our regular monthly meeting was held, and all of the upcoming events
were discussed.

VETERAN’S DAY PARADE
Veteran’s Day falls on a Sunday this year and the parade will be held that afternoon, but the
Commemoration Ceremony in front of City Hall will begin at 11 a.m. till 12 p.m.. This year, the
ceremony keynote speaker role will be shared by Col. Arch Ethun, U.S. Air Force (Ret.) representing World War II veterans; Charles Laird, U.S. Marine Corps, Texas Lone Star
Chapter, Korean War Veterans representing Korean War
veterans, Col. Bill Duncan, U.S. Marine Corps representing Vietnam War
veterans; and Chase Freel, U.S. Army representing Gulf War and Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom veterans.
From last year - truck pulling trailer, with members
aboard.

The Parade of Heroes with a flyover will follow at 1 p.m. and begin at Smith and
Texas, proceed down Smith to Lamar, right on Lamar and conclude at Bagby
Street. We will have 4 trucks available, so everyone should be able to ride, if you
want to.

After the parade, the Houston Freedom Fest will be held at 2 p.m. in front of City Hall, Tranquility Park and Herman
Park. A new initiative to “Honor the Troops,” the Fest features speakers and entertainers including Lee Greenwood,
the Texas A&M Singing Cadets, & the Houston Drum Corps.

REMEMBER, THIS IS THE DAY FOR THE VETERANS!!

CHRISTMAS PARTY
It’s still early, but it’s not to soon to began planning to attend the Christmas Party. The party will be December 13th, our regular meeting date.
PLACE:
DATE:
MENU:

COST:

CHRISTI’S SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
6029 Westheimer,
Houston, Texas
713-928-6563
Thursday, December 13th
Shrimp
Fish
Chicken
$35.00 per person

Please contact Charlie or Ruby Ehrlund - 713-465-5172 to make reservations. The cut off
date is December 3rd. SEE YOU THERE!!

MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!
CHRISTMAS. . . . .
Why does Christmas always come just when the
stores are so crowded?

V.A. Hospital CHRISTMAS
PARTY
The annual Christmas Party held
by the V.A. Hospital will be on Friday, December 7, 2007. The program will begin at 6 pm, but we
need to be there by 5:30 pm.
This program is always an enjoyable one, as
we are joined by the members of the Korean
Community to wish the patients a Merry Christmas. There will be entertainment, drawings and
refreshments for all in attendance. The patients
and several members of the audience receive
presents in a drawing.
MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW TO ATTEND

HATS OFF TO OUR HERO’S ….
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Richmond,
Tx.,wants to honor all Veterans at their church service from 12:30 - 2:30. The date is Sunday November 11, 2007. The church is located at 507 S. 4th
Street, Richmond, Texas. If you need to contact
them for more information, their phone is 281-545-

WEDDING BELLS
Our 1st Vice President, Roland
English got married to a wonderful woman,
Barbara, on Saturday, October 20th.
CONGRATULATIONS
ROLAND & BARBARA

JERRY’S SOCKS & CAPS
The date for the sock & cap distribution
will be December 14th. We will gather in
the Volunteer Office on the 2nd floor at 10 AM.
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
By Charles Laird

THE BLAME GAME
In the society in which we live today there seems to be a reticence to accept responsibility for our actions, but
a willingness to blame someone else . This is not a problem peculiar to present day society. It's been going on
since time began.
When Adam and Eve ate from the "forbidden tree", their eyes were opened and they lost their innocence. God
asked Adam a simple, yet penetrating question: "Where are you?" (Genesis 3:9) In the past, Adam had intimate
fellowship with God, but now he responded in fear and hid himself.
God's follow-up question was more convicting than the first: "Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?" (v.11). Then the blame game started: "The woman who You gave to be with
me, gave me of the tree, and I ate. (v.12) Adam blamed God and Eve for his sin. Eve blamed the serpent rather
than herself. Ever since that day in the Garden of Eden, we tend to blame others rather than ourselves for our sinful
choices.
When we sin, we should take responsibility. Let's pray like David, "I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I have not hidden". (Ps. 32:5) The first step in repenting from sin is to admit you are to blame..
The rest of the story can be found in Genesis 3:1-13.

Nostalgia
by Franko Grochoske
Coney Island Hot Dog’s--Most recently on a Sunday, Betty & I went to the local Coney Island restaurant for our
usual; one original and soft drink for Betty and 3 originals & a milk for me. For some time they have had the regular
$1.29 originals for $0.99 each Sunday. Their slogan is “since 1923”. My gosh, they we 10 years old when I was
born. Coney has been around for a long time and I well remember the main Houston store, how crowded they always
were. They were located across the street from the old HL&P location, I believe it was Lamar street.
What I truly think of when I visit Coney’s is the year of 1947I I was in the 9th grade at Horace Mann in Baytown. I
still recall the windows being shattered from the blast some 26 miles away at the Texas City Disaster. It was also the
year that the original Tri-Cities; Pelly, Goose Creek & Baytown became one city being named Baytown.
My mother, Dad and I moved to Pelly in 1945 near the end of WW II. My dad had gotten sick and we had to leave
the farm near Marlin. Times were hard back then. So many times on our occasional trip to town on Saturday, we
would notice county workers picking up trash on the roadside, My dad would never fail to say, “They are so lucky,
they got good jobs”.
My mother & I moved first while Dad recuperated in the Hospital. We rented a one room apartment which had a
long narrow hall down the middle of the building and was located in old Pelly. When my dad arrived a couple
months later, we were very fortunate for him
to gain employment at the Humble Oil Refinery in Baytown. He as assigned to the labor gang. He was so happy.
When he reported to his Supervisor on the night shift, he was asked his name, My dad said “Grochoske”, his Supervisor said what? My dad repeated, “Grochoske”, his Supervisor then said, “where are you from”? “Pelly“ my dad
replied. “well we will just call you Pelly, stated his Supervisor. That name stuck. After 60 plus years residing in old
Pelly, very few people knew dad’s real name but not one person in Baytown did not know “old Pelly
Shortly afterwards, we were able to get our 2nd room across the hall and then we thought we were really in “high
cotton”, although my bedroom was just and old folding Army cot placed in the long hallway.
Times were hard then. I recall the cafeteria lunches at school were about 43 cents but I could only get a quarter.
Many times I would go without lunch and save the quarter until the next day. There was a Coney located near the
school in Goose Creek that sold them for 5 cents each. I would always order eight originals and two milks. I did this
on many many occasions.
Isn’t it strange how one little visit from the past can bring back so many fond memories, both good & bad. …Franko.
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“WARRIOR DONATIONS” Honor Roll for “July 2006 to July 2007”
The editors would like to acknowledge and thank the following members and patrons of the Warrior who have contributed $10 or
more in helping to defray some of the cost of printing and mailing. As you know, we now have the Warrior on line for those with
computers, but the Post Office has informed us that the cost of mailing has gone up, so we still need your help. We thank you for
your generous support and contributions. We will be using the funds received to defray the costs of the newsletter and
to help pay the cost of the website. . The following names will be published monthly through the July 2008 issue. Be
sure and have your name included. Fill in the sponsor card, seen below, and return with your contribution. Thanks: Your
editors: Lee & Charlotte Henderson
Aquilera, Vincent
Balke, Billy
Bighouse, Bob
Brast, Hazel
Brunelle, Harry
Cambiaso, Jose
Canny, Pat
Conte, Tom
Correa, Joseph
Cortez, Richardo
Crouther, Charles
Daidone, Frank
Dickerson, Byron
Dilick, Michael
Duncan, Jim
Ehrlund’s, Charlie
English, Roland
Fitzmorris, Tom
Fuhrman, Les

Fuoco, Bob
Glass, Joe
Graves, Dick
Harper, Jessie
Harris, Richard
Hollas, Alvin
Hollan, Albert *
Illanne, Ed
Johnson, Max
Kaley, Jack
Krebs, Glenn
Laird, Charles
Lee, Johnney
McKay, Frank
McManners, Arthur
Melcher, Ralph
Mixon, Tom
Montello, Stephen
Mueller, Joseph

Munguia, Tony
O’Flynn, John J.
Nanninga, John
Parker, James
Priger, Ray
Ramsey, Rod
Reiss, Don
Riley, Travis
Romano, Joe
Russell, Mrs. Roy
Sloan, Mrs. Janie
Sholl, Vinton
Shulze, Emmett
Smith, Charles W.
Stewart, Clyde
Urquhart, Jennifer
Watkins, James
Watkins, Jim

In Memory of —
Cavazos, Santos
Mathis, George
Russell, Roy
Sloan, Story
Treadwell, Sloan M.
Urquhart, Sam

IF MY BODY WERE A CAR . . .. . . .
If my body were a car, this is the time I would be thinking about
trading it in for a newer model. I’ve got bumps and dents and
scratches in my finish and my paint job is getting a little dull … but
that’s not the worst of it …………..
My headlights are out of focus and it’s
especially hard to see things up close …
My traction is not as graceful as it once
was. I slip and slide and skid and bump
into things even in the best of weather.
My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins. It takes me hours
to reach my maximum speed. My fuel rate burns inefficiently. But
here’s the worst of it …
Almost every time I sneeze, cough or sputter …. Either my radiator
leaks or my exhaust backfires !!!!!!!
I feel like my body has got totally out of shape, so I got my doctor’s permission to join a fitness club and start exercising. I decided to take an aerobics class for seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrated,
jumped up and down and perspired for an hour. But, by the time I
got my leotards on, the class was over.
Know how to prevent sagging? Just eat till the wrinkles fill out.
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* - Indicates
more than one
donation

This Space is for you to
Remember someone you
Care for.

Texas Lone Star Chapter – KWVA
P. O. Box 802541—Houston, TX 77280-2541
“Warrior” Sponsor
I want to be a sponsor of the Warrior for
July 2007-July 2008
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City _______________ State _______ Zip _________

WARRIOR SPONSOR
As everyone knows, the contributions
in past years have paid for the printing and
mailing of the newsletter. Thank You and
Please Continue to give. . . . .
so we can continue.
VOLUME 17 ISSUE 11

TIME TO RENEW
Dues are $20.00 - Life Membership $200.00 – Send renewal to KWVA – P O Box 802541 – Houston TX 772802541.

NOVEMBER
4th - DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS
Fall Back
6th - ELECTION DAY
10th - Veterans Recognition & Procession Sugar Land Memorial Park 2-5 pm
10th - Aero’s Hockey Game - 7 pm
11th - VETERANS DAY
11th - Veteran’s Day Parade—Downtown
13th - Legacy of Freedom—Sugar Creek
Baptist Church—7 - 8:30 pm.

The following memberships are due November
1, 2007:
Walter G. Ballard
Josh Flynn
Albert Hollan
Bryant Young

M780
M805
M397
M793

Walter H. Ballard M329
Loyce Harrison
M813
Edwin Moore
M555

RENEWALS
L. C. Arnwine
James Batchelor
George Bazan
Jack Kaley
John Peters
Carl Singleton

DECEMBER

NEW MEMBER:
Nicholas Pappas

3rd 4th 5th 7th -

Deadline for Christmas Party
Hanukkah begins at sunset
HANUKKAH
PEARL HARBOR REMEM
BRANCE DAY
7th - Christmas Party at VA Hospital 6:30
13th - TLSC CHRISTMAS PARTY
14th— Jerry’s Socks - VA Hospital 10 am
22nd - First day of Winter
25th - CHRISTMAS DAY

M-826

Grocery Store Rebates
Do you still use your Share Card from Kroger? How about
the Randall’s card? We really hope you use them because
they benefit the Lone Star Chapter. Our chapter receives
1% of all purchases at these stores when you use your cards.
This amount can add up, and you don’t have to do anything
but buy your groceries.

AERO’S HOCKEY GAME

SPECIAL VETERANS DAY
CELEBRATION…
The Sugar Land Rotary Club is sponsoring a Legacy of
Freedom Celebration at the Sugar Creek Baptist Church
in Sugar Land on Tuesday, November 13, 2007, from
7:00 to 8:30 PM.
The celebration is to honor all Veterans, and the KWVA
members & wives are invited free of charge. There will
be a featured speaker. This is not a dinner, so attendees
should plan to have dinner beforehand. There will also
be music by recording artist Dennis Jernigan and the
Sugar Creek Baptist Church Choir.
Location: Sugar Creek Baptist Church sits on the southwest corner of the intersection at US Highway 59 and
Alt. 90. The church Worship Center is right next door to
Bill Heard Chevrolet. The worship center is a large red
brick building with a green roof.
Once you get people laughing, they’re listening and you
can tell them almost anything. Herbert Gardner
First learn the meaning of what you say, and then speak.
Epictetus
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We have been invited again by the Aero’s organization to present the colors before the game on
Saturday, November 10th, 7:00 pm., and stay and
watch the game. Let Henry Martinez know if you
will be able to attend. You can contact
Henry at 713-688-1718.
The price is right— FREE!!
Last year we had a good turnout
and everyone really enjoyed themselves. As soon as the tickets are in, Henry will
mail them to everyone who has ordered them.

TELL AMERICA
Our Speakers Bureau has been invited to talk to the
students at Teague Elementary School in Pasadena,
Tx., on November 7th. The school is located on
Crenshaw at Burke Streets. We need to be there by 8
am, and the session will last approximately 1 hour. If
you are interested, please call Lee Henderson, 713946-9194, or just show up.

Merchant Marines
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY'S
1

John Kronenberger

4
4
4
6
6
6
8
08

Roland E. English
Chuck Ehrlund
Gene Juergens
Irene Hickey
James A. Johnson
Guy McMenemy
James Kirk
Peggy L. Wilmeth

8
9
10
11
12
14
14
15
15

Fred Ortiz
Richard (Andy) Andrews
Nick Pappas
Richard Arnott
Marian Odell
Don McFarland
David Velasco
Marvin Henderson
Betty J. Weeden

16
17
19
19
20
21
22
22
23

Herbert Nittsche
Virginia Lewis
James Malone
Edwin Moore
Thomas R. Smith
Neal Barbee
Lillie Leonard
Evelyn Perkins
Lorene Romano

23
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
27
28

John Bronson
John Alvarado
Frank J. Daidone
Angus Lewis
Thomas Smith
Alice Crainer
Lloyd Smith
Clarence Sperbeck
Wayne Harrison
Bennie Younger

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARY'S
MEMBER & SPOUSE

DATE

Joseph & Lorraine Preola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11/
Morris & Mary Lee Estess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11/2
Arnold & Jennine Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11/4
William & Mary Kennison . . 57th . . . . 11/11/50
Oscar & Vendia Migi . . . . . . 54th . . . . 11/21/53
William & Mary Louise Maillet. 52nd . . . . 11/26/55

MEMBER & SPOUSE

DATE

Jack & Violet Goodwin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11/1
Bennie & Marianne Younger. 56 yrs. . 11/3/51
Ralph & Anita Melcher . . . . 61st . . . . . 11/8/46
Harvy & Patsy Barnhart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/16
Robert & Barbara Sims . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11/25
Gene & Jeannie Juergens . . . 50th . . .11/30/57

Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary's’!!

VALENTINE PARTY
Our Valentine Party will be held on Thursday, February 14th, of 2008. A place has been
selected and hopefully everyone will be happy with the selection.
LOCATION:
MEAL:
COST:

Shanghai River
2407 Westheimer (West of Shepherd)
The meal will be served “family style” and will include soft drink, coffee and a
small dessert.
$25.00 per person
You can access their web site at www.shanghairiver.com

ANOTHER WINNER !!
Colby Ballard and his English Shorthorn Steer "Tyson" won 1st place in his class at the Fort
Bend County Fair on September 29.
In the Grand Champion Steer judging, (after a very long time looking and thinking) Colby and
"Tyson" were awarded third place, with the judge telling the audience he couldn't find enough
difference between the two steers to determine second and third place so he gave Colby third
because his steer was a "tad" smaller.
Colby also had a Hampshire Hog, named "Oreo" that he raised and entered in the fair, but pigs
are "pigs" and Oreo had his mind made up he was going to root and snoot in the dirt and not cooperate with Colby one bit.
So needless to say that pig won no prizes !
Colby is the 14 year old grandson of Carlos and Martha Ballard.
Page 6

Volume 17 - Issue 11

LOYALTY * VALOR * HONOR *

FIDELITY

KEEPING IN TOUCH — SICK BAY
Punkie Nathan will have knee replacement surgery November 12th at Memorial Southeast. Good luck Punkie!
Patty Gambino had back surgery Wednesday, October 24th, and everything went fine. The doctors did a little
more than they planned, and they required Patty to stay flat on her back for 48 hours. It was a bit inconvenient, but
she is a trooper.
Jeanette Young was recently diagnosed with cancer. Jeanette is the widow of co-founder Nat Young. I’m sure
that Jeanette would like to hear from her friends, and we will keep her in our prayers.
Bennie & Marianne Younger’s son is recovering from a serious bout at the hospital. He recently had surgery and
as he was recovering from that, he developed a staph infection. We need to pray that he recovers fully from this
setback.
Carolyn German great niece of Evelyn Stone just found out that she will undergo surgery again, the day before
Thanksgiving. We all hope and pray that she will be alright after this surgery. Please keep Carolyn in your
prayers.

CONDOLENCES

CONDOLENCES

Our sincere condolences are extended to the
family of Clark E. Finks M-105. Clark was
discovered deceased by his care giver on Sunday, Sept. 30th. Clark had been in ill
health for several years and was not
able to get around much. Two years
ago, he donated a large amount of
books to our organization and to the VA Hospital.
He is survived by his nephew Jeff Uncapher.

Our sincere condolences are extended to the family
of Normand Dumais M-637. Normand has
been in ill health for several years, but suffered a massive heart attack while a patient at the VA Hospital.
Services for Normand were held on Monday,
10/15/07 at the Houston VA Cemetery with 10 of
our members in attendance.

Correspondence: from Joe Glass: We’re back in
Lufkin after 4 1/2 months in Colorado’s high country.
Good to be home, but we’d “forgotten” the heat and
humidity. The morning we left Estes Park, (9/28) it
was 36 degrees on our deck, and it had snowed in the
higher elevations. What a change.

Our condolences are sent to the family of
David E. Frazier L-531. We were recently notified by Jeff Frazier, that his father, David Frazier, passed away last March.

From Graham Urquhart: Dear Gentlemen, Thank
you for remembering my father Don (Sam) Urquhart in
your newsletter. He is greatly missed. We are off to
Ottawa this Friday (10/5) to intern his ashes at the Canadian War Cemetery. It’s a long way to go but not to
far for a real soldier. My son has taken after his grandfather and just finished 6 weeks training in CFB Connaught Ont. For c\l marksman. He is rated at 17th best
in Canada. Not bad for a 14 year old and first year in
Army Cadets. Dad would have been proud! Again,
Thanks so much for remembering Sam. It meant a lot
to us. The Urquhart Family.
A man who is good enough to shed his blood for his
country, is good enough to be given a square deal afterwards.
Theodore Roosevelt
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CONDOLENCES

MILITARY APPRECIATION
On Monday, November 12th, the Golden Corral
Restaurants will honor the US Military with a free
“thank you” dinner and beverage. This year,
Golden Corral has designated Monday, November
12, 2007, from 5 to 9 pm, to honor any person who
has ever served in the United States Military.
“Congressmen who willfully take actions during wartime that damage moral, and undermine the military are
saboteurs and should be arrested, exiled or hanged.”
• President Abraham Lincoln
Give me a sense of humor, Lord. Give me the grace to
see a joke, to get some humor out of life, and pass it on
to other folks.
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OFFICERS
President
1st Vice Pres.
2nd Vice Pres.
Secretary
Treasurer

Charles Ehrlund
Roland English
Travis Riley
Bob Bighouse
Rod Ramsey

713-465-5172
281-495-0092
713-465-5534
713-464-3676
281-497-4054

DIRECTORS
Term Expires
03/08
03/09
03/08
03/09
03/09

*Chairman of the Board
FORMER PRESIDENTS
1991-92 - Nat Young
1992-93 - W. B. Kirchheim
1993-94 - Don Foisie
1994-95 - James Duncan
1995 -96 - Bill Hare
1996-97 - Bill Hare
1997-98 - John Jackson
1998-99 – “Stoney” Stone
1999-00 – Sal Gambino
2000-01 – Howard Nathan
2001-02 – Bob Mitchell
2002-03 - Carlos Ballard
2003-04 - Don Napp
2004-05 - Charlie Ehrlund
2005-07 - Buddy Blair

Manny Carnero
* Jim Duncan
Doug Sizemore
Charles Laird
Howard Nathan

Buddy Blair - Past-President

713-468-0502
713-464-0633
713-944-5191
281-345-0523
281-471-8788
281-242-3695

COMMITTEES
CHAPLAIN
CHAPTER TELEPHONE
COLOR GUARD
EDUCATION
HISTORIAN
MIA / POW
PARLIAMENTARIAN
PUBLIC RELATIONS
QUARTERMASTER
SGT. AT ARMS
TELEPHONE COMMITTEE
VA CEMETERY
VA HOSPITAL
VETERANS COALITION
WARRIOR EDITOR

Charles Laird / Max Johnson
Bennie Younger
Henry Martinez
Travis Riley
Mickey Spencer
Carlos Ballard, Alternate
Manny Carnero
Howard Nathan
John Jackson
Sal Gambino
Bob Mitchell
“Stoney” Stone / John Jackson/Charles Laird
Buddy Blair
Howard Nathan
Lee Henderson (bhenderson49@comcast.net)

